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Happy Dollars
pledge $3,323

2021-2022 $4,476

Birthdays

Susan Larson
April 22nd
Swarthmore Rotary-Zoom

Meetings and Events

April 20th, 12:15-1:30 PM
Swarthmore Weekly Club Meeting (Inn)
Speaker: Shaun Eyring and Clair Oaks,
Swarthmore Human Relations Commission
Subject: The Swarthmore HRC Community
Conversations on Race, LGBTQIA+ and Allyship.

April 25th, 8:45-2:30 PM
Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry of Prospect Hill
Baptist Church
Location: Prospect Hill Baptist Church 703
Lincoln Avenue, Prospect Park, PA 19076

April 27th, 12:15-1:30 PM
Swarthmore Weekly Club Meeting (Inn)
Speaker: Frank Catania, Esquire, Catania and
Parker, Chester Water Authority
Subject: Save Chester Water Authority

May 4th, 12:15-1:30 PM
Swarthmore Weekly Club Meeting (College)
Speaker: Andrew Feick, Assoc VP, Swarthmore
College
Subject: Campus Tour

Service Quotation

Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a
year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you
want to live in”.
~Author Unknown

4 Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do

1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Club News

Dave Firn said the Farmers Market is seeking volunteers to help set-up and take down.

President Heather Saunders informed us that the next Rotary Arts Program will be on Friday, April 26, at the

PAC Center. Our own Jeannine Osayande will be the speaker. Penelope Reed will be the moderator.

Elizabeth Churche, in her Rotary Moment, told us that Rotary International, in addition to combating polio,

also helps the fight against TB. RI has focused its resources on fighting polio because it may be possible to

completely eradicate this disease in a few years. Although this is a reasonable goal Elizabeth reminded us that

in some countries such as India, the death rate from TB is one person per minute. She then told us how Rotary

India is working to reduce the incidence rate and help patients with TB.

Last Meeting Summary

Our speaker, Dr. David Ehrenkrantz, was joined remotely by two nurses, Gretha Fievre

and Dr. Marie Charles, to tell us about HEAL Pignon. This project provides practical

training to Haitian nursing students.

As we are all aware, Haiti has been undergoing severe economic and political distress

recently. It is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. Trained medical

professionals are desperately need. Because the medical education programs are poorly

funded, nursing programs are focused on learning theory and lack hands-on training.

There is minimal access to hospitals or clinics to get practical training.

HEAL Haiti was established by Gretha Fievre and others to supplement the nursing education programs in Haiti.
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The goal of HEAL Haiti is to provide hands on guidance and practical training to experienced Haitian student

nurses and recent graduates.

HEAL Pignon is part of HEAL Haiti. The HEAL Haiti staff considers HEAL Pignon to be a pilot program. They hope to

expand to more cities in Haiti. It was established in partnership with the Rotary Club of Pignon, Haiti, to conduct a

training program at the nursery school at Pignon. The Rotary Club of Pignon runs the program.

The training is a two week intensive program, which includes clinical practice with patients, and training in areas

where gaps in knowledge have been identified. It is conducted by five Haitian-American nurses plus Haitian

assistants. They trained with 25 nursing students or recent graduates. The nursing staff supervised the students

working with patients at a nearby clinic as part of the training. This training program prepares the students to

take their licensing exam.

The five Haitian-American nurses who went to Pignon to conduct the training live in New York City. They include

Gretha Fievre and Dr. Marie Charles. Dr. Ehrenkrantz is the President of the Rotary Club of NE Philadelphia

Cheltenhan Rockledge, and has been instrumental in marshalling Rotary support for the project.

In 2020, under Bill Hale’s presidency, Swarthmore Rotary donated $1,000 to HEAL Pignon. The training session

was scheduled to take place that year. Unfortunately, training was cancelled in 2020 and 2021 because of the

pandemic. They finally went in 2022.

District Distinguished Service Awards

As we heard last week, Brian Casey and Joy Charlton have received District Distinguished Service Awards. The

following is taken from the District Newsletter for April, 2023. A biography for Joy will be in the May edition:

Brian Casey first learned about Rotary nearly 20 years ago. A friend was

a member of the Rotary Club of Whitby, east of Brian’s native Toronto,

and he joined his friend for a club service project.

This isn’t when Brian joined Rotary, though. It wasn’t until several years

later, after he and his family moved to the US, that Brian joined the

Swarthmore Rotary Club in 2009. He was pretty quickly pulled onboard

to help with his club’s website.

It wasn’t long after that when Past District Governor Al Marland asked him to help implement DACdb for the

district and he’s been immersed in it since then. That role morphed into Technology Chair, which is one he’s

held ever since – with the exception of one year when he took a sabbatical.

Brian served as president of the Swarthmore Rotary Club in 2011-12. From 2017-2020, he represented Super

Area 3 as a Member-at-Large on the Rotary District 7450 Board of Directors. He was the webmaster for

Rotary Leadership Institute Northeast America from 2019-2021. Brian has served as the webmaster and

registrar for District 7450’s RYLA since 2011, and for Mid-Atlantic PETS since 2015.
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